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Dr. Thurman Shuller’s Leadership Changes
the Course of History

by Vernon L. Williams
Historian and Director
East Anglia Air War Archives

Author’s note: This article is drawn from my oral history interview of Dr.
Shuller recorded in 2005 in San Antonio, personal papers and a diary Dr.
Shuller provided to me in the years that followed the interview, and an arti-
cle published by his hometown newspaper, The McAlester News, on No-
vember 11, 2012, shortly before his death.

Very few of the air crews who flew missions in the ETO and survived
to go home knew the debt that they owed to Dr. Thurman Shuller, 306th
Bomb Group Surgeon. In every bomb group stretching across East Anglia,
air crews benefitted from a courageous act by Shuller early in the air war.
When the 306th Bomb Group arrived at Station 111 in 1942, air crews flew
their missions until one of three things occurred: 1) they were Killed in
action, 2) they were shot down, captured and became POWSs, or 3) the war
ended. This stark reality sank in early on as the 306th crews faced a grim
certainty—there was little chance that they would survive the war. But that
would soon change with the arrival of Group Surgeon Shuller who acted
quickly to meet the growing morale crisis.

This story begins long before World War Il on a small farm near Ozark,
Arkansas in late spring 1914 where the young Thurman attended New
Hope, a rural elementary school and later went on to achieve his dream to
attend medical school, graduating from the University of Arkansas School
of Medicine at Little Rock in 1939. Shuller’s journey to meet his destiny
in wartime England was about to begin, a journey that would save the lives
of countless airmen in the Eighth Air Force.

In 1939 Shuller was commissioned as a first Lieutenant in the U.S.
Medical Corps Reserve and served in a two-year medical internship at
Charity Hospital in New Orleans. In July 1941 he was called to active duty
and assigned as a general physician to the Air Corps gunnery School in Las
Vegas, Nevada. Many years later Shuller explained that “with war raging
in Europe, it seemed the practical thing to do was to spend one year of ser-
vice in the Army.” Just six months later the attack on Pearl Harbor
changed his one year stint in the Army to an extended enlistment that last-
ed for the duration of the war, “nearly five years.” At Las Vegas he re-
ceived his first glimpse of not only the fundamentals of aerial gunnery, but
acquired an up close and personal understanding of the rigors of gunnery at
high altitude. He later would draw upon this experience in England as he
dealt with the demands of military medicine in combat against the Axis
powers in Europe—oxygen deprivation, new forms of frostbite and expo-
sure suffered at extreme freezing temperatures, combat fatigue and wounds
suffered far from Thurleigh at high altitude. All of that remained in the
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future as Shuller prepared for his role in the air war against Germany.

A doctor friend at Las Vegas advised Shuller to apply to the School of
Aviation Medicine where he could qualify as a flight surgeon. “He was
also advised to pay attention to the promptness, accuracy and appearance
of all his reports”—a characteristic that became a part of his service in the
306th and a contributing reason for his rapid rise from Lieutenant to Lieu-
tenant Colonel during the war. Shuller’s application was approved, and
he attended the 12-week course at the School of Aviation Medicine at
Randolph Field in San Antonio, Texas where he qualified as a flight sur-
geon. In April 1942 Shuller was promoted to captain and assigned to the
306th Bombardment Group as the 369th Bomb Squadron Flight Surgeon.
Leaving the pleasant confines of San Antonio, Shuller entrained for
Wendover, Utah where the 306th was engaged in training on the salt flats
in the desert country of Utah.

At Wendover, Utah living and training conditions were very
“primitive,” and the enlisted medical personnel who assembled there with
the 306th had only a minimum level of training. The Group Flight Sur-
geon, along with Captain Shuller and the other flight surgeons in the four
bomb squadrons, faced a difficult mission as they struggled to maintain
day-to-day tasking initiatives that were designed to prepare the 306th, “in
a medical sense, for combat.”

In July 1942 the Group Surgeon was transferred, and Dr. Shuller was
named to take his place. Not long after assuming the command of the
medical elements in the 306th, Shuller received promotion to major. He
did not have long to get adjusted to his new duties and make final prepa-
rations for movement overseas. Two months later in September 1942, the
Group departed Wendover for Thurleigh and the European Theater of

Operations. For Shuller and his

medical command, the war was SAVE-the-DATE

about to begin. October 2-6, 2013

New Orleans Reunion
Embassy Suites Hotel
315 Julia Street
New Orleans, LA 70130
Details will appear in the
next issue of Echoes

Shuller continued on page 9



306th reunion participants visit the chapel
at the Mighty Eighth Museum at Savannah.
The chapel is a reproduction of a typical
English church found in most small villages
across East Anglia.
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Obituaries

Please send obits as soon as possible

after the death, to secretary (see contact
information at left on this page below).

The secretary has learned of the following
deaths:

Bartel, Wayne, 368" waist-gunner(crews
including Robert S Gerald), who was born
in OR, died 25 Jul 12 at a care center in
Morro Bay, CA at 87. He was enlisted in
Los Angeles Co as a Private in the Air
Corps 9 Dec 42. At least once, per Combat
Crews p.173, he was waist gunner on crew
of Robert S Gerald (pilot who departed
Thurleigh in mid-Mar 44). Bartel, as a Sgt
and then S/Sgt, was at Thurleigh from at
least Jan to Jun of 44. Survived by his wife,
Nancy; no further info.

Beckerdite, ‘Dean’ Atlee D, 423" tail-
gunner (William H Baker crew), originally
of KS, died 28 Dec 11, in Houston, TX, at
85. [Note: The Baker crew photo in
“Combat Crews” was erroneously shown as
369" Sq, however in Beckerdite’s Houston
obit he was identified as 423" and in Echoes
lists of pilots, navigators, and bombardiers
in 88-89, all those members of this crew
were listed as 423" Sq, having arrived Thur-
leigh 2 Mar 45.] He was enlisted at Ft Leav-
enworth, KS, in Feb 44 as Pvt in Air Corp;
he arrived at Thurleigh 2 Mar 45 with
Baker; as T/Sgt he departed Europe 11 Apr
46 after 18 combat missions and subse-
quently serving in the Casey Jones Project
of aerial mapping of Europe at Istress,
France and Weisbaden, Germany. Post-war
he married Arlene in Aug 46, and attended
CO School of Mines at Golden, CO, and
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President’s
Corner

Hello Everyone,

I would like to bring you all some
good news about the 306th. Marty Le-
nahan with me riding shotgun, left my
home on October 17th for Abilene, !
Texas. Three days later we arrived and met Doc. Williams
and began loading 36 boxes of digitized papers plus one box
of photographs. After loading and saying our goodbyes, we
were off for Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Had dinner, stayed
overnight. Next morning we were off for Savanna, Georgia
and the Eighth Air Force Museum.

We arrived at the Museum on October 23rd and were met
by a crew to help unload the boxes that were accepted by the
Museum. Since World War 1l and all the years since, the pa-
pers have traveled across continents and oceans to finally ar-
rive at their final destination. As the president, | signed and
released all of our records to their new home where they now
can be put to rest permanently and will be available to every-
one worldwide. | started this project with the help of Doc.
Williams and now, after five years, the paperwork is done.

I now feel that | have completed that task that we started in
2007 at Dayton, Ohio. Marty and | were on the road for 14
days and covered approximately 6,000 miles. | want to per-
sonally thank Marty for what he has done this time, and many
other times before. We owe this young man so much for all
his help over the years. Thank you, Marty. It was for me a
great experience with a great companion.

Rocky Rockwell
President

NM Institute of Mining and Technology at
Socorro, where he earned a BS in Geology in 50. His career was in natural resource economics and management. He and
Arlene pursued a career path taking them to Bismarck, ND; Borger, TX; St Albans, WV; Denver, CO; Glenview, IL;
Menlo Park, CA; Houston and San Antonio, TX; and Clearwater, FL. His work included assignments throughout Europe,
Australia, Africa, No and So America. Before 79 he worked for several companies, including Stanford Research (as Direc-
tor of Mining, Minerals& Materials Economics), and Tesoro Petroleum (VP and President of mineral producing subsidiar-
ies). In 79 he and Arlene formed their own mine management consulting company, ADB, Inc., which they operated and
managed until his retirement in 97, with clients including top accounting firms, major utilities, investment bankers, and
other less specialized management consulting firms. He authored numerous published articles and professional papers re-
lated to mineral resources economics and management; he was a member of the AIME and VFW. On our Echoes list in
Belen, NM, until Apr 10 issue was returned, he is survived by Arlene, 1d, 3gc, 4ggc; donations were suggested to the Park-
inson's Foundation.

Brennan, Neil H, 368" togglier/gunner, of Traverse City (formerly of Manistee), M, died after a short illness on 1 Jul 12,
a bit short of 90. After 2 years of college, he enlisted in the Air Corps in 42. Sgt Brennan arrived Thurleigh 11 May 43 not
assigned to a crew. Downed 26 Nov 43 (Bremen mission, his 18" combat mission) with Francis Hoey, with all the crew
surviving; as S/Sgt, he was detained by Germany at Stalag 17-B until liberated 8 Jun 45. Post-war he met and married Mer-
rie when both were students at Western MI Univ. He earned his master’s at U of MI. In Charlotte and later in Manistee, he
was a teacher, guidance counselor, high school principal, and assistant superintendent. After retiring in 85, they spent sum-
mers at the family cottage in Torch River, Ml and wintered in Gulf Shores, AL. Active in many civic organizations, he
served on many boards during his professional career, including Salvation Army, Lions, and FIVECAP. Survived by Mer-
rie (now in Traverse City), 2s.

Carruthers, William Kent, 423" ball-turret gunner (John M Winward crew), died 27 Aug 11 in Dana Point, CA where he
had long lived, at 91. Their crew arrived at Thurleigh 4 Jun 44, and pilot Winward completed his tour 1 Oct 44. Carruthers
was predeceased by his wife Nadine, in Jul 10 at 83. No further info.

Crunican, Charles J, 367" bombardier (crews of Talmadge G McDonough and Robert C Sage), died 24 Jan 11 in OR at
88. After two years at college, in Mar 43 as a single resident of Multnomah County, OR, he enlisted as an aviation cadet in
Santa Ana, CA. He graduated as a 2Lt bombardier at the Victorville, CA Army Airfield in Oct 43. He and the crew arrived
at Thurleigh 28 Apr 44; he completed his tour in late July. He married in 44 and post-war began a career in the timber in-
dustry, working in several places across OR. In 65 he moved to the Portland area, working for Peerless, Fruehauf and Utili-
ty truck trailer builders as a machinist, Local 1005. He enjoyed woodworking, welding, hunting, photography, and stained
glass work. In Oct 88, Anna Mae, his wife of 44 years, preceded him in death at 64. Survived by 1s, 2gd.

DeLair, Vernon R, 423" engineer (George Broz crew), of Sturgeon Bay, Door Co, WI, died 14 Oct 12 at 90. He arrived at
Thurleigh with Broz 7 Jun 44, flew 44 missions, and completed his tour 8 Jan 45. Post-war, he worked for Martin Tractor
in IL and W1 as a mechanic, and drove for Badger Freightways in Sheboygan, WI until retirement. He loved restoring an-
tique cars and showing them in parades; telling his stories with friends and family; and attending 306" reunions with his
brother and family all over the US. He was member of Sturgeon Bay Moravian Church; the Antique Power Association;
W1 Historical Societies (Chilton; Door Co; & Sevastopol); a founding member of Door Co Thresheree; and life member of
the VFW Post in Sturgeon Bay. In Nov 01, at 79, long-time bachelor VVernon married his life-long friend Betty; they en-
joyed travel to visit her children in ND, ID, CA, and Labrador, Canada. Survived by 5st-c; 7st-gc; 5st-ggc.

Dodge, Robert L, 368" pilot & assistant operations officer 368" Sq, died at 91 on 18 Nov 12 in San Diego, CA. With his
crew, he arrived at Thurleigh 8 Jul 44 and completed 30 missions, departing in May 45. Post-war, he continued in the
USAF Reserves, reaching the rank of Colonel, counseling high school applicants to the Air Force Academy. He served as a
law enforcement officer with the San Diego Police Dept, becoming a Police Sgt and San Diego Court Police Liaison.
Graduated SDSU in 75 with a degree in Vocational Arts. He was a member of Blessed Sacrament Church and then Mis-
sion San Diego de Acala. He was an active member of Sons of the American Revolution; Military Order of the World
Wars; the Order of Daedalians; and a founding member and Past President of the Dodge Family Association
(DodgeFamily.org). He served as Chairman of Congressional selection committee of US Service Academy applicants,
Congressman Duncan Hunter's office; and camp host, Trinity CA State Park. Survived by Hilda, his wife of 62 years, who
accompanied him and son Peter to our reunions in 10 near Washington, DC, and in 11 in San Diego; 3c; 1gd.

Obituaries continued on page 6
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» Farkash, Michael N, 423" tail-gunner (crews of Warren Koch and Kenneth Yass when wounded), died in the Denver area of CO (long his home) on 31 Jan 12 at 93.
With Koch’s crew, Farkash reported to Thurleigh 1 Dec 43. With Yass, on 31 May 44 over Namur (Liege mission), flak hit Farkash in the left arm; waist-gunner Epifan-
io Campos in the left side of his neck; and it took the life of a photographic Sgt from 8™ AF. When Farkash departed Thurleigh in Sep 44, he had completed 29 mis-
sions. He was sent to the Denver area to recuperate from the jagged wound to his arm; there he later met and married Margaret Ann. They stayed in CO where they
reared their family. His career was as a mail carrier with the Post Office, retiring at 60. Margaret Ann, at 78, preceded him in death in Oct 98. Survived by their 5d, 2s,
11gc, and many ggc. The Secretary was glad to learn of the Veterans Memorial at Mt. Soledad, LaJolla, CA, where a handsome black granite plaque bearing
Farkash’s photo and military history has honored him; the impressive Memorial can be viewed at soledadmemorial.com.

¢ Ferrari, John J Jr, 423" tail-gunner (Harold Brown crew), of Meriden, and formerly of Wallingford, CT, died after a short illness on 3 Dec 11, at 86. He arrived at
Thurleigh 17 Jul 44, flew 35 missions, completing his tour in Mar 45. He remained in the service during the Korean War, he flew in B-29's for SAC Command. Post-
war, he married Jane Warner, who served as 1st Lt on Guam in WWII with the US Army Nursing Corps. He worked 39 years to retirement at American Cyanamid in
Wallingford. She continued her nursing career at local facilities (Middlesex Hospital; CT State Hospital; Arden House; and Regency house) until her retirement. She
died in Meriden after 60 years of marriage on 23 Oct 10, at 93. They were predeceased by 1s; survived by 2s, 4gc, 1ggd. Both had graveside services with military hon-
ors at State Veterans Cemetery in Middletown.

+  Gallagher, John W, 423" navigator (Robert N Horn crew), originally from Concord, MA, died 27 Sep 12 in Stratford, CT, at 87. He arrived Thurleigh 15 May 44,
completed his tour and departed in Aug. He also served in the Pacific, and as radar observer bombardier. In 49, he graduated Harvard. In Oct 50 he was recalled for ac-
tive duty during Korea, attending pilot training to become a fighter pilot. During pilot training in San Antonio he met Betty, a native Texan and 47 graduate of TX Wom-
an's Univ, who also did graduate work in Interior Design at Columbia Univ, North TX Univ, and Univ of Bridgeport. They married in 52 before he was released from
active duty in Dec. He earned his Master of Architecture in 57 at Harvard. A member of the American Institute of Architects, he worked as a Registered Architect in CT,
MA, NY, and TX. From the Northeast to TX and back to Stamford, CT, in addition to his architectural career, he was instrumental in perpetuating reunions of his Con-
cord [MA] high school class of 43; he maintained membership in the Concord Independent Battery; was a Visiting Lecturer in Design at TX A&M; and was an Assistant
Scout Master for several years. Meanwhile, Betty worked as an interior designer; did free-lance drafting and decorating; and in the 60s and 70s she taught art and was art
director in public and private schools. In retirement she was active in community activities and volunteer efforts. In 95 he retired; they moved to Stratford. He served on
their village’s architectural committee and contributed time and skills to community organizations, most recently volunteering playing piano Sundays for health center
residents. At various times, he enjoyed skiing, squash, tennis, and golf. They were Roman Catholics. She predeceased him in Aug 10 after 58 years of marriage, at 83.
Also predeceased by 1s, John is survived by 2s, 4gc.

+  Griffith, William B, 368" armorer & Gp turret maintenance, a 9"-generation Marylander, and resident of Beallsville, Montgomery Co, MD, died 18 Dec 11 at 93. Bill
enlisted Apr 42 with one year college. He served 42-45. He attended Green Briar Military Academy in Lewisburg, WV and Univ of MD. He retired from Montgomery
Co government in 76 as chief of Zoning and Licenses, and was certified by the Circuit Court as an expert witness on zoning matters. At St. Peter's Episcopal Church in
Poolesville, MD, he served as Vestryman, Junior Warden, Lector, and Sunday School teacher. He served as chief and president of the Upper Montgomery County Vol-
unteer Fire Department, Beallsville, MD. As an active fireman and rescue squad member, he responded to emergency calls for 57 years. He organized and trained the
original rescue squad for the Department. He and Barbara married 18 Apr 47; after 53 years of marriage, she died 5 May 00. Bill is survived by 1s-son, 1d, 6gc, 19ggc.

*+ Hage, Doane Jr, 423rd waist-gunner (Loyal M Felts crew), originally from Petersburg, VA, died 26 Sep 11 at 90. Hage was one of few crew members on 9 Nov 42 (St
Nazaire) who survived the downing of Felts” B-17. He was POW at Stalag 17-B until liberated, and was honorably discharged 17 May 45. Post-war he was a designer,
artist, and writer. During his 20-year civilian government employ, he served on Okinawa before retiring in 87; he also served there as a missionary. He traveled to 4
countries and lived in 10 states. Survived by his wife Ruth, 2d.

 LaGory, Stanley J, 423 engineer (Wilbur Weiland crew), originally of Cincinnati, OH, died 30 Apr 12 in Chicago, IL at 93. The crew arrived at Thurleigh 3 Apr 44.
After he completed his 35-mission tour, he trained in Seattle and the Northeast to fly B-29 missions over Japan, though fortunately, the war ended before transfer to the
Pacific. Returning home to Cincinnati, he was employed as a commercial artist by RKO Studios & produced many memorable movie posters & displays. While attend-
ing classes at Univ of Cincinnati, he met Mary. They married in Oct 48 and settled in KY. In 49, he left RKO to join Ford Motor Co as a test driver. In 54, Ford trans-
ferred him to Livonia, MI, where eventually he worked in Ford's engineering lab and was instrumental in the development & refinement of the "Fordomatic™ transmis-
sion. The family enjoyed many pre-interstate road trips across the country. After Mary’s death in 76, he retired from Ford in 85 and in 86 moved back to Cincinnati.
Around 03, he enjoyed a family return trip to Thurleigh. In Mar 10 he moved to Chicago, where he developed a taste for the White Sox, and enjoyed road trips back to
OH with family for Cincinnati Reds games. Survived by 2s, 3gc.

+ Laughlin, Harlan L, Sr, 369" pilot, of Austin, TX, died 26 Jul 11, at 93. He graduated from the Univ of Omaha, NE. With his crew, he arrived Thurleigh 21 Aug 44
and completed his tour in Apr 45. His 28 years included flying B-29s in the Korean War and B-47s during the Cold War, retiring as LtCol. After his USAF retirement,
he worked as a labor market analyst for the State of TX and volunteered in various capacities for many years. He enjoyed years of motorhome travel with his family,
playing 42, and golf. Survived by Vivian, his wife of 69 years, 2s, 4gc, 1ggs.

+ Malsom, Ralph B, 367" pilot, of Cameron, WI, died 26 Feb 12, at 95 at Heritage Manor Nursing Home in Rice Lake, WI. After being enlisted in Jul 41 as an Army
infantryman, he volunteered for the Air Corp glider program, and after successful completion, was selected for bomber pilot school. He arrived at Thurleigh on 26 Feb
44 and completed his tour of 29 missions on 6 Sep 44. Post-war, though he never completed high school, he worked his way through college while working nights, grad-
uating from Univ of WI, Madison in 50 with a journalism degree. He worked in advertising for 20 years. He married Jeraldine in 64. From 71 to 81, he was a small busi-
ness owner of motels in Gallup, NM and Cameron, WI. When retired, he enjoyed hunting, fishing, golf, and cheering his grandchildren in high school sporting events.
Survived by 3s, 3gc, his interment was at Northern Wisconsin Veterans Memorial Cemetery, Spooner, WI.

»  Prentice, Albert John, 423" navigator & POW (crews of Eugene F ‘Gene’ Bumpas initially & later Robert McCallum), died in the Detroit area after 3 years of demen-
tia 29 Sep 12 at 93. He reported to Thurleigh 1 Aug 43 with Bumpas’ crew on ‘Queen Jeannie.” When McCallum died in their downing 14 Oct 43 (Schweinfurt), Pren-
tice was one of 5 crew members surviving. He was POW at Stalag Luft 3, and was on the forced march to Stalag 7A which began 27 Jan 45. Post-war his career was in
the milk business, the wholesale lumber business, and in real estate. He was a huge Detroit Red Wing hockey fan and made sure his family knew many of the players
from the late 50s and 60s. Survived by his wife of 67 years, Margaret, 2s (including Michael who accompanied Dad to our 07 Reunion in Dayton), 4gs (including Josh
and Bryan, who were also with us in 07 in Dayton), 1ggs.

* Rotter, Gerald ‘Gerry’ D, 369" Sq bombardier, crew bombardier (Riordan), originally from OK, died 10 Feb 11, at 89 in Austin, TX, where they settled when Col.
Rotter retired in 75 with honors from USAF, with 33+ years of service, including WWII and Vietnam. Before joining the service, in AZ he met and married Lois in Jun
42; she preceded him in death in Oct 08 at 86. After Thurleigh, he served in the Pacific, flying in the last bombing raid to Japan. He served in Tactical Air Command,
Pacific Air Command, Missile Air Command, and Strategic Air Command. Gerry and family were stationed many places, including cities in CA, HI, IN, NE, TX, and
VA. He served as a 306" Director Fall 84-87. He and Lois enjoyed RVing more than 20 summers in Gunnison, CO. He never met a stranger and was known for helping
anyone he came in contact with. He volunteered with the Pecan Springs Springdale Hills Neighborhood Association for many years; was Coordinator for the Weed and
Seed Program; and was happy to assist on any community project where he was needed. Survived by 2c, 4gc, 4ggc.

o  Shekailo, Harry 368™ armorer, bomb handler, radio & plane mechanic, & mail clerk, originally from NY, died 28 Sep 11 in Norfolk, VA, where he and his wife had
long lived, at 93. His wife Emilia predeceased him in Jan 03 at 80. They are buried at Woodlawn Memorial Gardens in Norfolk; survived at the time of her death by 4s,
8gc, 2ggc. No further info.

o Shuller, Thurman, 306™ Group surgeon & 1% Air Division surgeon, a native of AR, died at 98 in his longtime home at McAlester, OK, on 24 Nov 12, two days after a
stroke. He served at Wendover and Thurleigh from the beginning of the 306" and by war’s end had served five years of active duty. Post-war, he married Joanna and
entered residency in pediatrics in New Orleans. In 48 they relocated to McAlester, where he was the first board-trained pediatrician to settle in OK outside the larger
cities of Oklahoma City and Tulsa. He practiced pediatrics for 41 years, retiring at 75 in 89. He served as chief of staff at both St. Mary’s and McAlester General Hospi-
tal, and on various committees; as president of the Pittsburg County Medical Society; two terms on the council of the OK Medical Association; as chief of staff of the
McAlester Clinic for several years; as member of the Boards of McAlester General Hospital for 24 years, and of OK Blue Cross-Blue Shield. He served the Boy Scouts
on the cub and troop levels and as president of their area council. He was a 60 year member of the McAlester Rotary Club, where he served as president and on various
committees. He was a founding member and president of the Pittsburg County Genealogical and Historical Society, where he also helped others with their research. He
researched and wrote of local McAlester history before and after statehood. He researched and published a book on deaths due to coal mine accidents in southeastern
OK. One of his historical articles was recently accepted for publication in the state historical journal, Chronicles of Oklahoma. He served as volunteer reading instructor
with the local literacy program. This past July he enjoyed a big family reunion in Richmond, VA. This Fall he still taught Sunday School weekly at First United Method-
ist, where he had long been an active member of various boards and committees. In Oct 11, at 97, he
had an Honor Flight to DC, when he was thrilled by letters from many 306™ admirers. In Jun 10, he was
predeceased by his wife, Joanna. Survived by 4c, 2gc, 4ggc. (See cover story on Dr. Shuller career and PLEASE SEND IN YOUR ADDRESS AND
the 306™ Thurman Shuller Award, which was to have surprised him 8 Dec.) CONTACT INFORMATION CORRECTIONS.

¢+ Winning, Harry H Jr, 423" bombardier & navigator (Ferman ‘Jack’ L Millette Jr crew), died at 90, in WE NEED EMAIL ADDRESSES ON EVERY-
the St Petersburg, FL area, at Baytree Lakeside Assisted Living Facility 2 Oct 12. He had fond memo- ONE WHO HAS ONE.
ries during the crew’s training at Dyersburg, TN, of them all going down to MS to the “yacht club” (a
barge docked in the Mississippi) owned by Millette’s father, where they were treated as royalty. They
arrived Thurleigh 30 Apr 44, and on Millette’s Lead crew, he served as Lead bombardier, eventually
serving more as navigator. He completed his tour in Aug 44, and post-war was in the AF Reserves
where he completed 22 years of service. In 45, he married Evelyn, from Tampa, and in 50, he graduated
from Univ of FL. He then worked at Sears Roebuck in various places, retiring after 30 years, as general
manager of the Virginia Beach, VA Pembrook store. They moved to Pinellas County, FL, and went to

Send corrections and additions to:
Barbara Neal, Secretary
P.O. Box 682530
Park City, UT 84068-2530
barb306neal@gmail.com
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ORo35 &S, PREClons (RoonD THAT THE CoeKPIT. WE PukLED THE CuR. RER G8E 1t I8 ol sen
,’i‘;;ﬁ:?ﬁf 'af"é"ﬁﬁ‘;:igsﬁf::;" Wikl FRREULER Be Amenrccan, TAN  ABoUE OvR HEADS ol puT A °"€;‘EFZ:: :’"MLGR Pesivians,
HE CaWSENTED To LET M€ Go ot M TAE WATER weRe PAo on 7, we€ PuT Sowe ow TARGET wC ::“Droo:o g il
BACK on o PERAToNS. okD JAnoimy BARGes, Lszjs THE  FrooR add SAT ON ABouT . \- s T e
1T Leoks LIKE WE'RE GoInd TReoP TRANSPoR 7S, e FTANKERS SIxs Tores |:t, e "
7o START CLEANING 0T 7HeSe ALL wWeERE HALE WAY uNDER A Prat PLAT ACCoun—T. (T
NAZ | PockeTs THAT weRs By-| |THE wATER. (Rim ReMinDERS Ve STENRIGCRES. deiil LG,
PASSED BY PATTON IN Nis OF THE HeLr THAT onee cov. K T ST N
WMAD RuSH To THe RHINE, ERE€ED THs AreA, Jiesd Hits  Lead GReuPl'..
THE wHoLE L1h AR Fopee WE $TARTED OUR CHMB CLAK (3 SLACKEN (MG OFF-~-

00
“Y HAND cd ARWA 1S A

LoT BE&TTER. X ASKED THE DoC
7o RELEASE IME FRom THE

“TODAYS T7ARGET WAS (N THE
SAME AREA AS YE&STERDAYS, cacwl
FoR. THE SAmE PURPOSE,

WE AYSEMBLED puLER PARIS

WENT To 7HS TARGET TODAY- acel Tool AN I.P 16 paiLES AT THE SAME Time THET were "o meRe FhAK... (o GeT'em
CARRYING AL TYPES 0oF BomBs, OLT IV THE ATLQw7re OCGAN. HAVING WAEMORIAL FERNICES FoR YAnKS! HE WAS A Lim(€ — THE
DEMOS, |MNCENDIARIES, wunmdd FRAGS, TrAK WAS  LGHT. W€ WmADE THE LATE PRESIDENT Roos € VELT, RAF. (S @./c. Tor mT MmeoneéT
W€ WERE SLPPesED To BREAK A Good RO Ww(TH EKCEALENT A FTINAL TRIBu1E To A GREAT W€  CovkoNT GET R(D ofF A
UP THEIR ToRTIFICAT(oNS THEN Reserrs, W AN. 2000 PouxDER ~.RACK WALFUNETZON,
THE Frened (uere Qowiing [y :;(N(S:;o wAS A L{TTLE STIRE we WERE BRIEFED NoT 7o DROP So w€ BRouvuHT (T BACK.

!
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70 7/

MQ)ALW WNo. 30

LIKE HUNDREDS oF F(UMTERS, AS
PLATTLING , GER.

wE€ GoT CloseR , To ouR ReLIEF,

Part 3: Lt. RobertE.

/6 APRIL [945 (T TuRNED 00T To RBE B-24 Li8s.
ok . 9 3 THE FIRST cewek LAST Trme & T
Hlcght e Woods’ War Diary O e

(§T% F/r Ferees IN 7THE Am
THER v THE SAmE TARGCeT
(Part 3 concludes the Woods’ .o 7ius weesr wace seen
wartime diary. W, FERES

oW THE “wAY B4oK «wE

Part 1 appeared in the Spring e« °vce 4 «@7 2o o
2012 ISSUG and Part 2 TANKkS PARKED ouTSIOE oF A
appeared in the Summer Gows, PEi's ol Puarr's

Toi ~, PoundInNG AwAY GuTH (TS

were HAVING A B¢ Tiace
2012) SkhooTinGe P TRAINS, wHewn
THEeY MHT TEHS ENGNE, (7
wovkD SPovT 07 STEAm LIKE

(The Diary pages can be enlarged for A GARDEN SPRINKLER. THE
O(L CARS Go PooFF! "~ awg

easier viewing at our website, A BiG QLAGK GYSHems OF 3MoKS

306bg.org under the Echoes tab.) o T T
mowre Eon!

.ATTon‘s 3RD ARmY 1S REPor7ep

HAVING SURROUNDED NALLE sl
LEIP21G- Two ROVUH TARGeTs IM
GLAo To BE RID oF. THE WAR
IS IN UT'S FINAL S7AUE Now-
ONE OR Two WORE VMONTHS wn,
FINGSH T QP

BEAUTIFUL WEATHER wonr Boms.
\NG  “ToDAY. [MeT A CLovD IN THe
SKY.

W€ CRoSSED THE RWINE AT
FRANKFURT - DownN THE BLuE
PANUBE "~ Took oOvR INTERVAL
Gk OROPPED i TH ENCELLENT
RESVULTS., WE TUuRNED oFFE 7THe
TARGET ak CAue BAOK oN
THE Sou7H 3$IDE OF THE DAMBE

THe SKY AHEAD wAs FiLiep
wiTH  Braek SPESKS, wHICH Jooken . Photograph at left courtesy East Anglia
Air War Project.
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75

OVER THESE ULy TARGCED PeSKS -
wlien ShrAre GRAY PefFs ApPeared
ALL AROOND US. THcs eAas ouR

OLD ERiewnp, FAAK, BuT in 4 Mini-

liadione Mo, 3/
Rosenwem cer.
/8 APRIL 1945

wmtm No. 32 Recetves A "REURET To (nFoRM You...'
FALKENBURG, GER TELERAM .

/9 ARRIL 1945 You ReALIZE You'RE€ PLAYIKK For
Keers. YounG Bors HAue THar

/“((?'\M /@4?‘ lime

% /10:15
X i~
AQ 1S Now A FIRST PIMOT waTH

A CREW OF HIS owN. S0PINSKI HAS
COMPLETED 34 WAVSSIONS ol s
SWEATING ouT THE REMRT FRom
THE FHUNT oFFiceRr BoARD BeFor &
HE FTh(€S K¢S LAST one T HoPe
HE UETS HNeS Copmssion.

L L€d THE HWH ELemeNT o
THE  MGH SOUADRON ToDAY MAe
FL€w o pa? RUGUT wink awd
SANDINL oI Y LEFT

THE Town OF RoSENtE(m s
LOCATED S. €. OF MUNICH -l
30 WAILES N.w. oF HITLER'S
HANG ovT, BeRrCHesGADEN,

WE FLCw OouvER THEe ALps
PR THE FRST Time ~acd Got
A BECTE WELConE,

WE WERE VBuz2 inG Aren(

7¢

Wlession no. 33
(o] ammnx,ﬁ,qmtﬁm HAGE (B) yTRECHT, Hollang.
: 29 APRIL 194 5
Gt flgat Ume
430

HE 36977 SquabRen 1S Now oPeR-
ATING AS A SEPERATE UNIT FRom
THE ReST oF THE (RooP. WE
HACE BEeN AssiuneD THE JoB
0F CARRYING SopPLI®S To THE
CoNQeN TRATION CRWM PS 7AKEy FlRom
THE NA2IS awd DRoPPING PROPA-
GANDA el SURRENDER | EAFLETS

o THE Re TREATING GeRMAN
ARWMY.

We Go (N Atong, wu—d NO
FGHTER  €5CoRrT ONLESS (TS OWER
e CNE€EmF LivES. No CREDIT
1S WOEN AS A ComBAT mussion,
UNLESS 1T (S OLER ENEMY Liwnes,

OoR  C.o., Cok GPHAM, ASKED
7o Ge oN THE RouUHEST one.

L FLeW Qo-PiroT w2 Hiwm,
WE Took "Ruwn No. 6°. DUNKIRK

>

78

IToRE  EoRwm. ABOOT 75 hypmr - THe
ShrALLSsS7 I've Seen. we're

AHARCUSTonc €0 7a

108 awlis5 mm
STormE 7HAT

loolcs £ 1KE A MHousE
Bornine wHen 7eesr Srzcqk.

THE Moon?iAns wers Zooo
F7 Heéod - cee @ & weRE omiy
/8000 F7. wuies Coosn Ao
Hr oS GuzH Sirmg SHa7s,

WE ProRE€d TrEE Coar o
el DID Ths ors ¥ Ger rme
Herr 0074 Heme ', No owe
wWAS H(T BAD- T Go7 A Few
Hol €5 T Go€ss I'm wHAT IS
Know AS A FrAk wWmAGNET.

W& M7 THE A1 R Moose
AT Rosew Hecm S@uARS [N THE
MUl DOLE « el coaskesr A Few
OP THE WARSHARL (nt  FARD FoR
Goop M™MEASuRE,

TusT TooR MoRE missrons,

78

THE HAGE sl UTRECHT, HOLLAND.
LT, KE€S7&ER WAS ovR (NAVIGATOR.

W€ WERE CHRRYING § Bomeg
LoADED w(rH CECAF Le7s. THeF
HAD A4  BARsmerrie Fuse ow
THEM 7HGr wouvkld SAPLODE
THE CoNTA/weR AT Rooo Fr
SCATTSCRING PAPERS OLER A
wi DE Aren.

W& DENDED T4 MAKE OuR
RON oN QUAKIRK FRow THE weT,
AT 25000 F7, 7ToRN LE€C7 and
Go UP T7THE FRemOH C(0AST Ta
ool O7HER Two THRRGETS. "

SLERYTHING wenT AS Sedeslies,
ONLT Tiwo BeRs7 9F E<AK oUER
DUNKIRK ~ ceendl Nome 0o R TAR-
GCETS 2 a5,

ON THE whay BAok - A P3f
CAME OQUCR sl Frecw TFoR-
WATOoN wiTH OS5

FT. SmeTo1, TRowa ARK., WENT
To BREMEN “TaDAT- He Gar
stho7T P PRSTTF¥ BAL. T'S
A RST No7 To Fri PRMATON
For & HeoRS.
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94t Time
/a’8'45

ws WERE ARL LINED OP THIS

MORNING o THE RUNWAY WALT-
NG For 7HE “GREEN- UREEN”
TRowa THE TowER, WHEN THFE
LEFT TIRE oF 7M€ DEPOTY LeAD
BLew 00T WE GoT A 15 MmN
DELAY.

WHILE we weERre warTing,
WE HEARD AN exPoSioN celd SAw
THE SKY LLGHT UP OueEr AT
PedD (NG ToN. EUERY ONE KnEW WHAT
(T wAs, w€ HAD WEARD THeSE
€EXPLoSioNS BEFORE. Sem€ T/mES
Yoo DON'T mAKE T ON 7AKE
OEE. A FLAT T7iRE€ wHEN fou' RE
HALFWAT DhwnN Tue RUNULAY | 0R
WMAYBE Tou LoSE AN ENGWINE oR
CET CACGHMT N BAD PRSP WASH.
ARTEZ YouR wIFE oR MOTHER,
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UNoFFICIAL Myssrow
HANNOVER , GER.
3 MAY /945

Jlght time

7:00

LAST mY GorDBAR HWAS Been
FRoST BIT7EN - RoGER! T'm A FiRsr
FieuTeNANT AS oF APRIL 29T

SO w(TH wY NEW SHineY
SIkoeER BAR wu~d A KeAD OF
THe LaTesy AP” Fomr NP21LAND.
W€ WeAp FoR HAN NOVER GermAny

WE CLIimEED LP THReVWH (Qoso
ECE7T OF Clovds ok 1Ce BePorg
wE FoonND SunNsHINE. AFTER
WE CROSSED THE RWINE (T
CLEARED OLP A LITLEe . WE
FOuND A HolE€ (N THE Chowps
el w ENT DowiY To ¥000 FI

ALTHOWUH wE& WwWERE IN
ALLL€dD  TERRITORY, P-5/'S kevT
A QLo € E&SCORT wMTIE w€
WENT QowWN To FrnD OORL
TARGET. 0R WHAT WAS LEFT oF

fo

0D FooK I[N THEIR €7€S OF FAV-
(KU LIVEP A L(FE€ Trome /v A Few
WEEKS . EVERY DAY Yoo oDen THE
THROTTCE foe'RE JfATING YouRr
LIEE ok P OTHER'S ON THE Mne,
MoPinkG To Come BACK wnirHd (T
/0 MouRS AATER. . Som€ Wi,

S e Dow'7.

THrS wAS THS LAST BomBiaf
TrE 306 BomB GRecP Ficw v
THEs E.7o.

OUvR SPuApRReNn MADE 2,
3605 OvER 7HE TARGCET, EACH
TImE (T WwAhAS 7Hreewen FAAK.
WE WERE FlbeeD wiTH HoLes
BUT WE E(NALLY DRoPPED Ak
TAME HowE AlonE, THE OTHER
Two QuAoRans DRoPPED THE FIRST
Time OvER. OUR SQUADRON
NAX(GATOR wASN'T Too SHARP TepAf.
THIS wAS His FIRST LEAD.

TFRATIE FINISHED WS TovR ~ToDAY,

7z

IT

Our PTAPERS SETILEL OvER THE
Town LIKE SNew Frapes. PesPcE
RAN 20T, PICKING THEM F camsk
Rea0inl THhe TRTH, Srwe€lhmG
THEY HNAO0 o7 rivewn FoR § Fewms
W oenr HiTier

Ths CTF oFf HAnwev®R (5 A
HoRRIBLE wRECE~ TYST fRApmes
OF wo0D BuikoiNGs STANOinG, THE
BRiCk IN6€5 Are ReEsvesd 74 pus7

wE€ FounD 7HE ScPer (1w~
whAY Bunwr B HeTier To TRANsART
(5  WAR SuPPLIGS ARRoSS A oweE
PPWEREUL EmPRE. w€ Fréuw Oownw
THS AvZo-FAN THAT C(€ADs 72
Tde RHing ok TaRooGH THE
KHeR UARLEY W€ “eERE ABouT

100 FT ABove THE Ghvwo,

SUERY o€ WAVED wHITE Rau$-
SR  RAN FoR CUER, THEY gap
LEARNESL T2 Fear THE 8¢ Grros.

ALC THE BripGes Alox( THE
HiGHwAT HAp Been Desyrereo,
Sitier BT THE ReTEATIx; NAZiS
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Lt. Robert E. Woods’ diary continued on page 5



Lt. Robert E. Woods’ diary continued from page 4

306th Bomb Group + Fall 2012

IR @BY OuR ownN ADVANEIN(y Forces, ‘

/77 WNo. 34
OUR “TovrR BACK |NCLyOoEDd THe “hd/onc

DUNKIRK  FRANCE

cuTe or =
SRSl o e 6 MAY 1945

AACHEN , TULUCH , LireE aid BRoSess @ /lly;fosmc

ALL €XCeP7 THE LATZTER wene 3

Mmere SHers oF Towwns. MloGuegs SOPINSU e L BN

CATAGIRAL S7rreL S7TAnDs , ALTH O To0AY- A SwekL ONE To FrarsHON.
Arc winpdsws ARE PRouceN cad i BT 66 i GRE B 6
Zlf:t: HAGE ToRN MoLEs (N Her Gt e Do Thot R B

wERE MHERE, TwWrs 77me, AFTER
WE CAuE /v RAKGE oF DOuIRiRKs
GUNS, J NEYER HEID TrHe SAmE
! CIURSE FoR 0ou€R IS seConds, THrs
WAY THEYr CAnvr Arw 4r Fouaud
(& You G6Er HMer, ;75 BrAeci-
ben7. TAE Reason ...
17 7AKE€s S s&cowos 7o GET

LT wAs A THRILL BEYond
DESCRIPTION AS W€ BUZ2ED Dowy |
HaPPY UArLe¥. TEEINL AT cLoSE
RAn( € o0vR 0iD 7AR GETS, col
TUE FrAk Gens 7HAT 7rieon
7o DeFexo 7. THE VArlek
(S COVERED w(T/H Preegs oF
Bv73 B-2¢3 P-5/3 C-47% )IKE

Borxes SHiaminG o A DEseRy. sMELL T/RACELS APPROXIMETELY
GRin~ ReEminD €ERS 0oF THe PRE 000 F7 PER $S€COND.WE  ERE
THAT «wAs PAID, SHIps @ EhT7iG AT 27000 FT... 50 (T
CAregn7 CREws THAT onee Takes A ToTAL OF F2 se€Cenps

THoen Ocrso Acress 7THE BLue,
No wo

FRowme THE Trme THEN SPor
CRoonpep FToReueR, Yo cWNTrhe THE SHEL exPopes

82 83

2% TRIBUTE 7=

Eltwnal 1w the Londen  Datly Express = 26 May 1945

‘NGRE‘ IS SPECIAL AFFECT/ON IN
BRITISH HEARTS FoR THE ForTRESSES
Gk | (BERATORS oF THE LS. EIUHTH
AR PRCE,

THEIR (REWS cwdl (ROLND STAEES
WAVE BEEN OVER WERE LonNUER THAN ANY
of THE U.S, FoRCES. THeT ARRINED
IN THE mibpLe OF (942, AND ABSORBED
IN THEIR GRowING STREN(TH THE GALL
ANT "€AULE SQUADRONS' THAT WAD SHARED
W TTHE FIGHT (N THE DARKgST Woues
ALON(SIDE THE R.A F

THeiR TFIRST (NDEPENDENYy BomBING
mission wAS OoN  ALGUST 17, (G442,
sk THeT OPsRATED FRoM 7HIS (ounTRY
RIUNT To 7He ewd

THEY wene PRoTAGONISTS OF pAy
Bom QING . THEY wERE TRAINED Gk
CUABORATELY E€Quipper ToR TH(S BRANCH
oF AR WAR AT A TIME wWHEN (T wAS
AL READYT REJECTED BY Zue oTHeER Belc-
/GERENTS .

Y J { 1
NDQ ERN WHe wene fl f
- YTuene... { |

|
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Williams to Speak at British University

Dr. Vernon L. Williams will be speaking about his research and work on World
War Il England at the University of Exeter on April 21st this spring. His topic,
“Glenn Miller, the Jitterbug, and the Big Band Invasion of Britain in World War
IL,” is drawn from a chapter in a book he is currently writing on the social history of
the air war. The book will appear sometime late this year or early in 2014 and is
tentatively titled, A Time for War, A Time for Community: The Anglo-American
Cultural Exchange in World War England, 1942-1945. The book will be the first
in a series of books on the air war in the European Theater of Operations and will
be based on hundreds of interviews recorded in England and across the United
States during the past twelve years. “While the next several books to come out of
the East Anglia Air War Project will deal with logistics, missions, and combat top-
ics,” explained Williams, “this first book sets the story of the air war in rural Eng-
land where the Yanks and the British families forged new relationships that has
lasted well beyond the war and into the 21st century.

Newly restored photograph received of the R.A. Lissner crew: Top row, standing, left

to right: R.A. Lissner (P), C.J. Britton (CP), F.G. Robbins (N), F.E. Ballish (B).
Bottom row, left to right:
(WG), L.M. Miller (E), W.H. Cranford (BT), and G.W. Beck (TG).

PANGE cundld FAR SPEED . CndlTHE

V.L. Fennerty (RO), H.R. Bemetz (Armor), E.J. Baryla

oF EVASIvE HAeTronN /S (mposs-
I1BLE on THE BomB RuN wi(TH
A TFoRWMATioN ©F 36 s5+H/P5s_ and
A GRouP OF SHNIPS 7His size
5 A meed PUGER TARGeT.
AETER JeoPsrdD DROPPED Hhs

LoAD, WE TURNED OFF To 7HE
LEFT ek HEADED HOWE _ AT
196 m.PN. WY THoRTES7 MmMisirun
so Fagq.

TJUST ONE WioRE s Go

BERLIN cwdkd HAMBURY FeL

“To0AY.

SGUT. HUNTER FINISHED HIS

TooR ALSo -robdAY

3 12
'[ALK_: "* *(_':lll-

1o ochoex ® 2 e'CLock-
LU ~EvaL

9

X
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DD You KHew THAT even tn (942
THE whNok€ FUTeRE g& DAY BomBing
WAS PACK IN THE M ELTING -POT, FOR
A Mo ENT, cunel 7THE CICHTH AIR
FORCE MLUHT HAUE LEFT 7WH/$s wonTry
AGAIN WITHoOT POTTING (TS 7THEORIES
To THe 7es7? :

THE (on7RO VERSY FASTED UNTIL Tie
CASABLANCA (OnEERENCSE (N 943 THeRe
THE (S50€ 0F PAY VERSLS (NGHT ﬂomgt
(NG, wAS TFINALLY THRASHED ov7T BF
THE ARIR CHCEFS OF E€ACH SCHool oF
TGk T v THe PRESEVCE oF Besioenr
RooIENECLT ekl MR, CHUuRCHILL .

AnD Tée EruTi AR Force o..em’
Abtow €D 7o Go AMEAD wiTH THE
WUGHTY Gu ol BRILLIANT CoNCEPTion oF
AR wWAR  WAPPED ouT FBR THEM.

ALL THE woRLD Knews dow They
WENT AHCAD s Mow THE/R CAMPAIUNY
DEVELOPED sl EXTENDED 0VER Al

QERMA NS :

It wAs THoROWGH, (T wAS Swibr &
Geedl REMORSELESSLY EFREICIENT IT
WAS CARRIED ouT OMFUNCHINGLEF, EVEN
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Mirsion. No. 35
DUNKIRK , FRANLE
7 MAY 1945
/{/ﬂf Line
2:45

>
‘*ﬁse( WAS MY NAWGATOR To-

VAY- cel w6& wASTse No
Tivee. STRAGHT 7o DovER
AKACRSS THE CAAnvnELC. ChimBg-
ING AT 135 #r. Pk ARSPEED .
WE Zi224GED OVR Ay (N7
DONKIRK , cwo Ht ®H «AS C.AN.C 1y
EoR THE FIRST Trim © To0AF
AT AN ALTTLE oF 29 %oo.
AFTER WwWE ORopPPEd, I Rorico
OUER Gl OICED Diwn , koSINg
Lp00 F7 FPeR IimweT & 8
€ TookK oeR (vRSE “To
BASE. I (€zp A Siew LET
Do (¥ Gl 205 W PH Ape THE
wAY. CAPT Hdaz , VR 2PSRation,
OFFICER | LT KECARNES comul T
FiNSHERL OUR TouR ToDAF
Tlar's At Brorie®l...... -

&5

WHEN LoSSES WERE HO oR MoRE
BoWBERS EACH w(TH A CREW OF 10, ON
A SINGLE RAID,

THE MEN o0& THE E1oHTH Alr TorcE
BELIELED (N THEIR mrsston, ekl THE
UTTER BREAKDOWN OF 7HE AoGe German
WAR MAINE, WHEN THE TesT CAme,
HAS PRONED HNow RUUHT THEY weRe.

THE TRIBLTS cad GRATITLDE OF
The TREE wWORLD Go€S wiITH THE YALANT
EIUHTH el 7e/R BRILLANT Coian-
MANDER , (WENERAL DOOLITTLE , AS THeY
CROSS THE ocCAws AGarn FoR AEwW
MmisSrons  AGAINST JAPAN, THE rasT
ENE m T

FARE werk o 7TWem Seaekl Goo -
P’Peeo N THER NEw TASKS,

AIMING PoINT: EXACT SpPoT 7WE Boas BARD 1R
TR &Y 7o Nr7.

ABoRT : LEAUE 7HE Bom BER FoRMATION.
BEFIRE REAINING THE 7TAR g7, Gl RE-
TurwNinG Te BAsE.

ALTIMETER: FRUHT INSTRuMENT FOR
TEInG TouR HEWUT ABoug THE
GRou D,

ASTRODOME: PLEX! GkASS winDOW i THE
ToP oF THE Nes€ OF A B-47

BAND!T;.‘ ENEMY FlGuTERS,
BIG 'B: BERLIN GERMANY
BiG FRIENDS: ({EAVY BomBERS

BoMBER STREAM: (Roups oF BomBERS
JNED UP BERIND EACH oTHER .,

BiG GAS BIRDS: HEAVY BomBeRs

B¢ (RoN BiRDS: " "

BITCHING: GRIPPING

BoGIE. UNIDENTIFIED AIRCRAFT
BRIEFING:  OuThiNINg THE BATTLE
OROER  U\WING DETAILS 0F THUE
TARKGET To THE C(REwWS.

B7C.: BASIC TRAINING (ENTER

C.A V.U. c€ilinG AND WSIBILTY N~
LiMm(TED. GooD WEATHER,

1€ FuunD THAT THE ComBingDd AosseS OF
AACRILAN rsf BRITISH AIRMEN FRom
APT. 3 1939, WHEN THe AR BATTIE To
Des TROY  weRMANY BELAN, To V-E DAY; TAR
ExcecD THE ToLL OF DEAD 1IN THe (am-
BIvg0 AMERICAN ok BRITISH LAND FoRLes
FROM  rHe INYASION o F INURMANDY 1o i

p— WA WA
| oo WHEN THE TorAls ARE DRAWN, IT wipy

E THE ©IXL L F 7HMe WAR (N EvuruPe”
...... Regders Dygest. Avg.1945
——’-——W W z W
88

CEILING: HeleuT oF
CHAFF:

CLoups

THN METAL STRPS GSED
7o ConFus€ THE RApsr
EQuIP M ENT OF FLAK (NS,

CHUTE: PARACHT €.

C.0.: CoMMANDING OFFIcER,
C.R.: CHArRGe of @uArTERS .
C-1: AuvZomAzic Piro7T "

De-10/nG Boo7S:! RuBBER TcLBES
THART Cou R THE LEADING E€DGES
OF WINGS codd 7AW THAT EXPAND
Gl RETRACT, BREAKInG TiHHE (CE
el THRows ¢l (T OFF THE SuRFac|
DEPUTY LEAD: SECOMOD-in- ComimAND o0&
A BorneBER TanrMATion,
DIVISIoN | Tiwo oR HesRE BomeBeR
WINGS .
FLAK: ANTI-AIRCRAFT FI(RE,
FEATHER © STo PPInG AN EXGrac s RBY
TORM(NG THE PRoDeitAR BLADES
LEADING €0GE DIRESTLY (NTs THE WIND.
FLAK BATTERY: GRovP oFf FLAK GuNS
FLA.. HAeoy: BATTLE FaTiQuE.
FLAK HELMET: HELMET womN BY Alg-

Crews 5€c PAGE §/. maDE of STEEL.

Lt. Robert E. Woods’ diary continued on page 8



306th Bomb Group ¢ Fall 2012

Obituaries continued from page 2

Real Estate school & opened a company doing residential real estate; he also got
his real estate instructors license and taught it for years. During these last 30 years
in realty, he also served on various military, civic, and charitable foundations. Sur-
vived by Evelyn, his wife of 67 years, 2s, 1gs, and ggc. Private burial to be at Bay
Pines National Cemetery.

FAMILY:

* Beck, Barbara, wife of Robert H, (423 waist gunner, Harold Brown crew), died
in their longtime hometown of Randallstown, MD, 9 Nov 02, a few days short of
76. They married in 57. She had taken care of her sister, who preceded her in
death. Survived by Bob, 3c, and now 3gs. Buried at Holy Family Cemetery, Ran-
dallstown, MD.

¢ Ketcham, Phyllis Jean, wife of Gailard ‘Red’ (369" ball-turret gunner & Casey
Jones Project, crew of Donovan Holve), died 24 Feb 12 at Bethany Village in
Centerville, OH at 91. Jean is survived by her husband of 61 years, Gailard; 1d,
step-gc, and ggc. Burial at Crooksville Cemetery, Crooksville, OH.

¢ Latscha, Mary Jayne, widow of Walter V (368" navigator, Richard Weiser crew;
Walter died in Nov 93; his obit was in our Apr ’11 issue), died 28 Mar 11 in Cin-
cinnati, OH at 89, with memorials requested to Fr. Jim Bok’s Missions
(Franciscan Friars). Predeceased by 1gc; survived by 1d, 6gc, 12ggc.

+  Simmons, Mary Ruth, widow of Andrew V (423" navigator, crews of Bart Wig-
ginton & with Warren George when downed on 17 Apr 43 Bremen mission; POW
Stalag 3; he died 22 May 85), of Tyler, TX died 17 Sep 10, at 93, survived at least
by one son. No further info.

¢ Stafford, Yvonne, wife of Roy (367 tail-gunner, initially on crew of Charles T
Sutton, and then as a roving gunner), died 4 Sep 12 at 90. She worked as a
bookkeeper during WWII, and later with her husband in his meat-packing busi-
ness in Lincoln City, OR. Survived by her husband of 63 years, Roy and 4c (Roy
& daughter Cheri were with us in Savannah, Oct 12; he & son Terry were with us
in Ft Worth, Oct 09, for Roy’s first reunion).

o  Stelzer, Frances B, widow of James (368" engineer & POW Stalag 17-B; he died
4 Jan 07), died 24 Sep 09 at 89 in Plano, TX. Survived by 2c, 5gc, 7ggc. No fur-
ther info.

e Tanella, Florence M, wife of Stephen F (367" bombardier, Perry Raster crew, &
Sq bombardier), died 26 Jul 08 in Boynton Beach, FL, where they had long lived,
at 86. She was apparently survived by family members including Stephen, who
would be 95 this year. His mail has been returned and phone disconnected. The
last Boynton Beach facility where Secretary traced him says he’s no longer there
and they can give no further info. Secretary would appreciate any further info
from our readers; see Secretary’s contact info, p.2 of each issue.

Obituaries Not Recent; Not Previously Published
(Arranged by Date of Death)

+ Fatica, Charles ‘Chuck’ A, 423" radio operator (Harold Brown crew), a life-
long resident of Cleveland, OH, died there 30 May 10, at 86. Brown’s crew ar-
rived at Thurleigh 17 Jul 44, completing the tour in Dec 44. Post-war, Charles ‘No
Leak’ was President of Plumbers Union UA Local 55 in Cleveland, and member
of Holy Rosary Church. He enjoyed his career, his extended family, traveling,
hunting, and fishing. His friends and relatives noted he lived life to the fullest,
with gusto, and enjoyed every day. They have fond memories of his homemade
wine, jars of his "canned" fava beans, his wisdom, sense of humor, and infectious
smile, as well as his stories of WWII, including "un-sticking™ one of the bombs in
the bomb bay. He was predeceased by his wife Jean “Jeanie” Grace in Dec 90 at
65; they are buried together at Lake View Cemetery in Cleveland, with no imme-
diate family members listed as survivors.

¢ Kimsey, Taylor Eugene ‘Gene,” 423 waist-gunner (Harold Brown crew), of
Greenville, SC, died 15 Mar 10 just days short of 86. Reported to Thurleigh 17 Jul
44 and was there at least through Mar 45. Post-war he retired as a Supervisor from
Norfolk Southern Railways after 38 years. He was a member of Brushy Creek
Baptist Church in Easley, SC. Survived by Eloise, his wife of 54 years. Buried at
Green Lawn Cemetery, Roswell, GA. The Secretary appreciates Eloise Kimsey’s
inquiries regarding her husband’s crew members, which led to several obits in this
issue.

e Bailey, Walter S, 368" tail-gunner (George DeVack crew) and mechanic tech
supply, died 20 Jun 08 at 89 in Ellicott City, MD, where they had lived for several
years with a daughter. Single when he enlisted in Mar 42 in NYC, he worked ex-
tensively stateside as a mechanic on plane engines, before arriving at Thurleigh 3
Apr 44. While in England, he met and married ‘Gwen’ Wiley, his war bride. They
departed in Sep 45. In his post-war career, mainly in Delaware, he did drafting for
companies and, for a number of years, taught drafting for architecture in commu-
nity college, where he particularly enjoyed working with students. When he re-
tired at 65 they moved to Boynton Beach, FL, where they lived over 20 years and
enjoyed travel back to England. His passions included golf and painting watercol-
ors on commission of many peoples’ homes. He and his wife enjoyed attending
many 306" reunions over the years. Surviving him in addition to his wife Gwen,
are 2d, 4gc, 5ggc.

» Burnette, Martin, 423" radio operator (William H Baker crew), seems to be the
man of that name originally from Macon, GA, who died 15 Mar 08 in Satellite
Beach, FL. The Baker crew photo in “Combat Crews” was shown as 369" Sq,
however in lists of pilots, navigators, and bombardiers in Echoes in 88-89, all
those men for this crew are listed as 423" Sq, having arrived Thurleigh 2 Mar 45
with no departure shown. Crew photo has Martin’s surname without a final “e”
which may well be a typographical omission. Martin Burnette, Major, USAF re-
tired, served 20 years in USAF retiring in 63, with tours of duty in WWII and Ko-
rea. He then worked for NASA retiring in 89 after 25 years. He was member of
Holy Apostles Episcopal Church, Sons of the American Revolution, American
Legion, VFW, then-TROA which is now the Military Officers Assoc of America,

Clifford and Brandy Deets work in the setup room on Wednesday and prepare the
display banners Dr. Williams produced in Abilene and brought to Savannah .

Bahia Shrine, and was a 60-year Mason. Survived as of Mar 08 by Joyce, his
wife of 57 years, 2c, 5gc, and a ggc due Apr 08. No further info.

Powers, Robert E, 369" pilot & co-pilot, originally of Hailey, ID, died in Lou-
isville, CO at 83 on 7 Jun 04. After high school in 38, he worked with his father
in mining prior to enlisting 2 Aug 43 as a Pvt in the Air Corps in Fresno, CA. He
attended OCS, was commissioned, and trained as a B-17 pilot. Arrived Thur-
leigh 20 Dec 44 as a co-pilot. Three weeks later, 10 Jan, his pilot, Henry W
Pearce (who seldom wore a flak helmet, considering it a detriment in handling
the plane) was hit in the head by a large piece of flak over the target. Powers
took the controls, successfully landing the crippled plane in friendly territory in
France, saving the crew, and got immediate medical attention for Pearce (who
died in days). In May 45 completed his tour. In Oct 45 in ID, he married Marjo-
rie, who after high school had worked at Sun Valley, ID (a naval hospital during
the war) and had acted in extra roles in several popular movies filmed there,
before supporting the war effort working in an ammunitions factory in Salt Lake
City. He left the service in 46. They later moved to Pocatello, where he attended
ID State Univ. Retired in 85 after 34 years at Garrett Freightliners. He was an
avid hunter and fisherman. Meanwhile Marge in 70 began working at ID State
Univ; she retired in 90 as secretary to director of admissions. Both were lifelong
members of the Catholic Church who sacrificed to put all their children through
ID State Univ. In Jan 04 they moved to CO, to live with a daughter as his health
was failing. He was survived until Jan 08 by Marge, who died at 84 following a
courageous battle with cancer. Survived by 3c (including son Tom, with us in
Savannah for his first 306th reunion), 8gc, 2ggc.

Castner, Donald F, 423" gunnery instructor & aerial photographer (Casey
Jones Project), longtime resident of FL and originally of Swissvale, PA, died 19
Sep 04 at 78. Enlistment records show he joined the Air Corps in May 44 in PA.
After serving at Thurleigh and in the Casey Jones Project of aerial mapping of
Europe, he was stationed stateside until discharged in 46. He earned his architec-
ture degree in 51 at Carnegie Mellon Univ in Philadelphia, PA. He later moved
to Ft Lauderdale, FL where he formed a successful architectural practice, and
met, and married Joni. After retiring and spending several years with family in
Madison, in northern FL, they moved to Tallahassee in about 86. Don was a
Roman Catholic, a lover of the arts, nature, a gifted scholar, and a humble man
who never welcomed recognition. He is survived by Joni, 4c (including son
Colin who attended his first reunion in Oct 12 in Savannah), 5gc.

Lauer, Frederick B, 367" tail-gunner (crews of Talmadge G McDonough &
Robert C Sage) died 22 Feb 04 at 87. Thanks to his surviving crew members, we
learned Fred was from NJ, and that after the war he was a policeman, in Trenton.
Fred and his wife Betty attended some 306" Reunions. She preceded him in
death in Feb 02 at 86. Survived by no c, 1 niece, they are buried at B/G William
C Doyle Veterans Memorial Cemetery in Wrightstown, NJ. No further info.
McCaleb, Harold ‘Kenneth’ 367" navigator & POW (crews of James G Parks,
& Richard Butler when downed), originally from Joplin, MO, died at 82 after a
brief illness, 8 Oct 02 in Huntsville, AL where they had long lived. Downed on
14 Oct 43, his 19" mission; held at Stalag Luft 3. Post-war in Jun 45 married
Margaret, his hometown sweetheart, and graduated Univ of OK in Mechanical
Engineering. He worked in the atomic energy program at Oak Ridge, TN about
10 years, followed by about 20 years at NASA’s Marshall Space Flight Center in
Huntsville, AL, where he retired. Kenneth and Margaret were active members
and volunteers with “The Chart,” their pre-war college’s newspaper in Joplin
(where 6 Oct 12 Kenneth, their founding editor, was honored as the first induc-
tee in their Hall of Fame); Grace United Methodist in Huntsville; Girl Scouts;
Boy Scouts; Meals on Wheels; libraries; American ex-POWSs; Second Schwein-
furt Memorial Association; the 306"; 8" AFHS; and Veterans Museum in
Huntsville. In 98, Kenneth and Margaret founded the McCaleb Initiative for
Peace at their pre-war college (now MO Southern State Univ) in Joplin. She

survived him nearly 6 years to 8

Jul 08, in Cleveland, TN. They’re SAVE-the-DATE
buried at Chattanooga National October 2-6. 2013
Cemetery in TN; survived by 1s | ! .
(Robert, who with his wife Patti, New Orleans Reunion
joined us for their first reunion at ~e——~
Savannah in Oct 12), 3gc. Embassy Suites Hotel
Not Recent obituaries continued on 315 Julia Street
page 8 New Orleans, LA 70130

~—~—~—

Details will appear in the
next issue of Echoes
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Secretary’s Column
Barbara Neal

Secretary, 306th Bomb Group Association
(contact information on page 2)

More than 330 of our 306"-related people have let me know their email addresses.
If you have access to email, and have not received my periodic emails but would like
to do so, I’d appreciate you letting me know your email address. My contact infor-
mation is on page 2 of each Echoes issue. Additionally, I’ll repeat here that the NEW
and ACTIVE Facebook page for our organization is 306" Bomb Group — First Over
Germany. As Sue Fox Moyer wrote in the cover article of our last issue of Echoes
(“Summer 2012” or #3 of volume 37), “the 306th Facebook page is up and running
again as a group page. As a group page your request to be a member either will be
approved by an administrator, or current members may invite “friends” already on
Facebook.”

Below is the email recap I sent to our 330+ email-receiving 306"-related people,
two weeks after our Savannah Reunion:

We had a great Reunion in Savannah with 150 people, including the below-listed
vets; plus vet-generation widows, wives, and "significant-other" ladies; Ralph &
Daphne Franklin from England; and many, many younger 306th-family members of
both attending vets and of deceased vets -- including some drop-ins, some of whom
found us thanks to facebook.

2013 REUNION will be in New Orleans, giving the chance to tour the (new to
most of us) World War 1l Museum, and where hopefully many can fly directly and
avoid having to change planes. A Reunion Committee will plan that Reunion, reliev-
ing Dr Vernon Williams of that responsibility so he can better do so much else.

WEBSITE: If you haven't done so recently, check the "what's new" part of our
website, 306bg.org, for a list of recently posted items Dr Williams has been able to
begin posting now that the earlier 306th archived originals were successfully orga-
nized and delivered (thanks to our wonderful longtime volunteer Marty Lenaghan) to
the Mighty 8th Museum near Savannah. Digital copies are going not only there, but
also to the 306th Museum at Thurleigh. Dr Williams will continue to accept and scan
306th memorabilia. Arrangements are in place for sharing newer scans with both the
306th Thurleigh Museum and the Mighty 8th Museum. And the Mighty 8th Museum
will share digital scans of 306th-related material given directly to them, with us.

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS after the election in Savannah are as follows,
with staggered Director terms to provide continuity, and with relationships to 306th
shown. To help all of us serve our 306th vets and family members -- about 1,000
people -- PLEASE DO NOT send ANY "Forward" emails to me or to ANY of
these email addresses.

* President Robert 'Rocky' Rockwell (has no email; his duty is shown below)

* Vice President Charles Neal (email is charles306 @earthlink.net; nephew of
Alfred Lubojacky, dec'd 369 ball-turret gunner)

¢ Treasurer Judith "Judy' Hermley (new email is bnjhermley@gmail.com;
daughter of Joseph L Brennan, dec'd 423 ball-turret gunner of George Berner
& Harry Hill crews)

* Secretary Barbara Neal (new email for all 306th communications is
barb306neal@gmail.com; niece of Alfred Lubojacky, dec'd 369 ball turret
gunner)

¢ Past President Walt Rozett, in place of Don Snook due to health issues (term
exp.'13; email iswrozett@urcad.org; his duty is shown below)

¢ Director Emma 'Em'’ Christianson (term exp.'13; no email; widow of 368 pilot
'Chris' Maurice Christianson)

¢ Director Allan Lawson (term exp.'14; email is lawson15@cox.net; his duty is
shown below)

¢ Director Clifford Deets (term exp.'14; email is cldeets@att.net; nephew of
John Deets, dec'd 369 gunner of Dale Briscoe crew)

¢ Director Nancy Huebotter (term exp.'15; email is nhueotter@roadrunner.com;
daughter of Richard Huebotter, dec'd 368 waist-gunner of Dean Allen crew
'Hard to Get'; POW Stalag 4)

¢ Director Steve Snyder (term exp.'15; email is palmsny@gmail.com; son of
Howard Snyder, dec'd 369 pilot of 'Susan Ruth' & evadee)

306th VETS WITH US IN SAVANNAH, alphabetically (Please alert me of any
errors in duty shown):

* Richard L Brown, 369 radio operator of Edgar R Smith crew 'Beautiful Take-
off'

+ William R Carlile Jr, Group flying control officer

+ JohnJ'JJ Gaydosh, 369 pilot of 'Deanna D’

* Grover C Goode, 368 engr/top-turret gunner of Wm Nash crew 'Belle of the
Brawl'

+ William F 'Mickey' Griffin, 367 co-pilot of Charles Wegener crew 'Umbriago’;
POW of Germany

» Carl A Groesbeck, 368 navigator of Roy Ranck crew; POW Stalag 7-A

¢ William F 'Bill' Houlihan, 367 medic NCO

* Lee T Jenks, 423 waist-gunner of Nelson Hardin crew 'Wampus Cat’; POW in
Holland & Germany

* Gailard 'Red' Ketcham, 369 ball-turret gunner of Donovan Holve crew & Ca-
sey Jones Project

* Allan Lawson, 369 co-pilot of John Gaydosh crew 'Deanna D' & pilot

« Dillon J McDermott, 369 ball-turret gunner of John Gaydosh crew 'Deanna D'

* Philip Mundell, 369 ball-turret gunner of Wm Hilton crew 'Fightin Bitin' &
Andrew Kata crew 'Dam Yankee'

» Walter F Olmsted Jr, 369 gunnery Sgt & gunner of Billy Cassiday crew
'‘Dearly Beloved'

» Jack Persac Jr, 423 ball-turret gunner of Paul Reioux crew 'Choo Z Suzy'

* Robert G 'Rocky' Rockwell, 367 engr/top-turret gunner of Wm Rutherford &
Brad Butterfield crews; & subst-waist gunner of Loren Page crew

+ Howard Roth, 423 pilot of B-17 '674"

» Walter P Rozett, 369 pilot & Casey Jones Project

* Edward J Sandini, 369 pilot

* Robert E 'Bob' Schuberg, at his 1st-ever Reunion; 368 tail-gunner, of Leon
Dorich crew

* Roy L Stafford, 367 tail-gunner of Charles Sutton & various other crews

* Robert 'Bob' Starzynski, 367 tail-gunner of Virgil Dingman crew; evadee

* Robert Waldrop, 367 waist gunner & armorer of Henry Ware crew; POW Sta-
lags 6 & 4; Waldrop missed our Sat evening vets photo, since he was with us
only Fri, at Mighty 8th Museum

Work, Work, Work—Behind the Scenes at the Savannah Reunion. It was a great re-
union because so many 306th family members volunteered for countless jobs neces-
sary to pull off a reunion in these 21st century days. Top, clockwise: 1) in the setup
room on Wednesday working long before most families even arrived in Savannah:
Left to right: Sue Fox Moyer, Susan O Konski, Em Christianson, and Rocky Rock-
well. 2) Charles Neal and Dr. Vernon Williams work on programs, agenda, and oth-
er registration items. 3) The 306th Board takes a break from a busy agenda session:
Steve Snyder, Nancy Huebotter, Walt Rozett, Joel LaBo, Barbara Neal, Charles Neal,
Em Christianson, Bill Houlihan, Judy Hermley, Rocky Rockwell, Walter Lubojacky,
Ralph Franklin, Allan Lawson. Board members not pictured: Cliff Deets and Vernon
Williams.
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ADD’L INFO re Robbins, Judson J, (367th waist gunner, Ralph Malsom &
Talmadge G McDonough crews), originally of Trenton, NJ, died 7 Jan 02 in
Hamilton, NJ, at 85. The crew arrived at Thurleigh 24 Feb 44; he logged 31 mis-
sions completed 24 July. He attended Mechanical Drawing Arts School in Tren-
ton and lived in nearby Mercerville over 50 years. He retired in 83 after 40 years
as a pattern maker with Pattern Machine and Foundry Corp of Trenton. He was a
member of American Legion Post 31 of Hamilton. Survived by 3c (including son
Barry and his wife Linda, who found our Oct 12 Reunion in Savannah), and now
7gc, 10ggc.

Malone, James R, 423" navigator (John M Winward crew), died in the Coving-
ton, KY area near Erlanger, KY where he had long lived, 30 Nov 01, at 77. Their
crew arrived at Thurleigh 4 Jun 44, and pilot Winward completed his tour 1 Oct
44. A crew mate knew he was involved in making beautifully —carved wood-
working items, but Malone had not indicated whether that was commercially or
as a hobby. Malone was predeceased by his wife Martha, who apparently died in
Erlanger, KY, 14 May 98, at 74. Both are buried at St Marys Cemetery in nearby
Fort Mitchell, Kenton Co, KY. No further info.

Carter, Lester F, 368" Sq gunner (apparently various crews), of Hardinsburg,
Breckinridge Co, KY, died 24 Feb 96 at 76. A general farm hand when enlisted in
Oct 43 at Louisville, T/Sgt Carter was at Thurleigh at least from Jan through Jul
44, Preceded in death by his wife Helen in Feb 89 at 70, and twin daughters in
infancy; all of them are buried at Horsley Chapel United Methodist Church Cem-
etery. No further info.

McQuarrie, Willard Howard, 423 tail-gunner & POW (crews of Eugene F
‘Gene’ Bumpas initially & later Robert McCallum), died 5 Jun 84 at 62. As a MA
resident, he was single when enlisted Aug 42 at Ft Devens, MA. He reported to
Thurleigh 1 Aug 43 with Bumpas’ crew on ‘Queen Jeannie.” When McCallum
died in their downing 14 Oct 43 (Schweinfurt), McQuarrie was one of 5 crew
members surviving. He was POW at Stalag 17-B near Krems, Austria. McQuarrie
is buried at Houston National Cemetery, Houston, TX. No further info.
Manning, Paul V, 423 bombardier & POW (crews of Eugene F ‘Gene’ Bumpas
initially, and later Robert McCallum) died in the Boston, MA area 6 Aug 82, at
66. He reported to Thurleigh 1 Aug 43 with Bumpas’ crew on ‘Queen Jeannie.’
When McCallum died in their downing 14 Oct 43 (Schweinfurt), Manning was
one of 5 crew members surviving; POW at Stalag Luft 3. Post-war he was a fire-
man in Boston. No further info.

Bumpas, Eugene ‘Gene’ F, 423rd pilot, died 11 Feb 81 at 65. He reported to
Thurleigh 1 Aug 43 with his crew on ‘Queen Jeannie.” Bumpas continued in the
USAF through Korea and on to retirement. Survived by his wife Jeannie, LtCol
Bumpas was buried at Arlington National Cemetery.

Sadler, Austin H, 423 waist-gunner & POW (crew of Robert McCallum), origi-
nally of Correctionville, IA, died 26 Nov 79 at 61, in Grand Junction, CO of an
apparent heart attack. When McCallum died in their downing 14 Oct 43
(Schweinfurt), McQuarrie was one of 5 crew members surviving. He was POW at
Stalag 17-B near Krems, Austria. Post-war, he moved to Sioux City, IA, and in
70 moved to CO. At his death he was survived by 2c, 5gc. Buried at Fairfield
Cemetery, Correctionville, 1A.

Bartlett, Marvin L, 423 engineer & POW (crews of Eugene F ‘Gene’ Bumpas
initially, and later Robert McCallum), appears to be the Marvin L Bartlett who
was born in Aug 10 in OR, resided in 30 at La Grande, Union Co, OR; in San
Francisco, CA in 35; in Apr 40 was stationed at Selfridge Air Field, Macomb,
Harrison Township, MI; and died 25 Dec 78 at the V.A. Hospital in Dallas, TX of
a heart attack, at 68. He reported to Thurleigh 1 Aug 43 with Bumpas, and flew
on ‘Queen Jeannie.” When McCallum died in their downing 14 Oct 43
(Schweinfurt), Bartlett was one of 5 crew members surviving. He was POW at
Stalag 17-B near Krems, Austria. Post-war, he married Clara Ward, of Hender-
son Co, TX. He was a carpenter; they lived on a farm near Malakoff, TX. Clara
survived him until Mar 89, dying at 73. She is buried at Post Oak Memorial Cem-
etery, Cross Roads, Henderson Co, TX, where his cremated remains may also be,
though her marker does not reflect his name. No further info.

Hedley, Thomas David, 423" pilot, who pre-war in 40 had lived with his parents
in Wewoka, OK, died 4 Jun 60, in Houston, TX at 40 of a gunshot wound of the
head, self-inflicted Saturday 3pm in a ditch near the Sam Houston Tollway, per
the coroner’s inquest. With his crew, he arrived at Thurleigh 28 Nov 44, and was
flight commander in Apr 45. After combat ended, he and another 423 pilot, Cliff
Steiger, brought a war-weary B-17 back to the states on 3 engines as relayed in
Steiger’s recollections in Jan 98 Echoes. At the time of his death, he was a resi-
dent of Houston, employed as a geologist for an oil company. Survived by his
wife Ammie, 2 pre-school ¢. The Secretary appreciates crew members help,
which led to locating this info.

McKinney, James A, 369" pilot & Sq Commanding Officer, who was originally
from Hood River, OR, died in San Diego, CA on 12 Sep 58, at 38. He was a Jan
43 graduate of US Military Academy at West Point; was Sq Acting CO, and was
named Sq CO 30 Oct 44. Buried at Fort Rosecranz National Cemetery in San Die-
go, CA, he was survived by his wife Wanda, who reported being 94 in Jul 10
when called re 306" Reunion; issues of Echoes since July 11 have been returned.

No further info.

Lt. Robert E. Woods’ diary continued from page 5
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DONATIONS FOR THE
306TH BOMB GROUP ASSOCIATION

Those who are able are asked to make an annual contribution to keep everything running smoothly in our Association. There are no dues—so
your gift is needed to support the 306th operations. Your gift is tax-deductible.

Name

Street and No.

City, State & Zip

Telephone No. 306th Unit

Send to:

Judy Hermley, Treasurer

306th Bomb Group Association
5314 Bob Sikes Blvd

Jay, FL 32565

Date
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The Thurman Shuller Award
Makes Its Début at Savannah

The heroes of WWII are famous for being reluctant
to even talk about their exploits during the war, so it is
no surprise the 306" Bomb Group Historical Associa-
tion has not been very active in giving out awards.
However, at the last reunion/meeting in Savannah the
board created an awards committee whose members
are the Association officers and up to two other per-
sons appointed by the President; they cannot receive
an award while serving on the awards committee.

The board also authorized the establishment of
THE THURMAN SHULLER AWARD. This award
was created as the highest award to be conferred by the
Association, in honor of the widely recognized out-
standing achievements of Dr. Thurman Shuller to the
men of the 306" Bomb Group and his lifetime of
achievement.

Persons selected for the Thurman Shuller Award
must have made particularly notable and long term
contributions to the 306" Bomb Group, the 306"
Bomb Group Historical Association and/or achieve-
ments in the preservation and dissemination of the
306™ Bomb Group history. On October 24", 2012 the
committee conferred the first award to Dr. Thurman
Shuller and the second to Ralph and Daphne Franklin.

The Franklins, who were at the reunion, were pre-
sented a handsome plaque at the banquet. As our Brit-
ish representatives for so many years and the creators
of the 306™ Bomb Group Museum in Thurleigh UK,
which recently celebrated its tenth anniversary, the
Franklins are universally respected here and in Britain
for their labor of love. They have charmed and in-
spired 306" Association participants for decades.

As Dr. Shuller could not attend the reunion, plans
were made for a surprise presentation to him on De-
cember 8™at his residence with three of his children
attending. Sadly, the 98 year old died two weeks be-
fore the award could be presented to him. It was pre-
sented to all four of his children at his memorial ser-
vice on Thursday November 29". His memory and
legacy will live on in the hearts of the many people he
touched, and through the Thurman Shuller Award.

Charles Neal
Vice President &
Chairmen, 306" Awards Committee

Do you know this crew or anyone pictured in this photograph? Adrian O ’Konski flew with the
Sumner crew but on this occasion, he flew this mission with this unknown crew. The O Konski family
and the East Anglia Air War Archives would like to identify the men flying this day. O’Konski is pic-
ture in the far back, standing, second from the right. Contact Dr. Williams (see contact information on
page 2) if you can identify anyone else in this image or if you have an original print of this photograph.

Shuller continued from page 1

As the 306th arrived at Thurleigh, Shuller and the medical team found the base staffed with
a few RAF personnel who would soon transfer Station 111 to the Americans. The medical
facilities consisted of a station dispensary with a minimum of 28 beds and a mortuary.

The first combat mission took off on October 9, 1942, and the Group suffered its first loss.
It soon got worse. By the early weeks of 1943, the 306th had lost almost 80% of its original
combat crews and morale spiraled downward as the realization that the odds of surviving the
war grew smaller and more apparent. Shuller quickly saw an increase in “flying fatigue” as
the desperate combat situation began to impact the surviving crews. Something had to be
done and in March 1943 Shuller acted.

In a report to the Group’s Commanding Officer, Colonel Claude E. Putnam, Jr., Shuller
stated that there had to be a maximum numbers of missions set for air crews and that number
should be 20. “Fliers suffered unbearable casualties in personnel and planes, yet at the same
time realizing their effort hadn’t done one thing to further the war effort.” Shuller knew the
report had to be forwarded to the highest authority in the Eighth Air Force and that, of course,
was Major General Ira Eaker. Such a demanding and corresponding argument from an officer
who was very junior and far from the command echelon represented a serious threat to career
and Shuller’s standing in Eaker’s command. But the Group Surgeon did not stop there.

Shuller argued that “the fliers were actually saying among themselves that the only appar-
ent hope of survival in the theatre of war is either to become a prisoner of war or to get ‘the
jitters’ and be removed from combat.” He explained that even with a limit of 20 missions,
few crews could actually survive such a number but that setting such a standard “would be an
invaluable morale factor in giving these men at least a small hope for the future and a goal for
which to survive.”

Shuller went further out on the limb and quoted General Eaker’s own words to give his
arguments force. “Of this I am certain and you can count upon it,” Eaker earlier had said, “a
combat crew must be told what their combat expectancy is. And they must be told that when
they have completed that period, they will never again be required to man a combat crew sta-
tion in an airplane on operations against the enemy.” Colonel
Putnam endorsed the letter and sent it up to higher headquarters.
Three weeks later the reply came down from Eighth Air Force.
Shuller remembered that “an order was written setting 25 as the
number of missions required before relief from combat duty.
The crews were jubilant because they now had hope that they had
a chance of survival.”

Shuller’s audacious maneuver had succeeded. How many 8th
Air Force crews who flew in the ETO after March 1943 were
saved by this and other limits imposed? Of the tens of thousands
. of air crews who later flew their missions and went home—how
| many of them would have been lost on a 40th mission, or a 50th
. mission? No one will ever know, but judging by the losses suf-
fered in the first months of combat, that number would have been
‘ high. Those men who have lived long and productive lives since
7 ,;;;gg the war—many of them owe their lives, their families and all the
B good things of life to a
little known surgeon, a
civilian at heart, who
was a “jealous guardian
of the rights and privi-
leges of combat crew
personnel—a man
called Thurman Shuller.

Above: Walter Lubojacky, representing the 306th BGA, makes the presentation
of the Shuller Award to Dr. Shuller’s family on November 29, 2012. Left to right
are: Mary Beth Carney, Frank Shuller, Walter Lubojacky, Henry Shuller, Mag-
gie Davis. At right: Charles Neal (306th BGA Vice President) presents the
Shuller Award to Ralph and Daphne Franklin at the Savannah Reunion. Left to
right: Daphne Franklin, Ralph Franklin, and Charles Neal.
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Top Photograph, Veterans gather before the Saturday night banquet. Front row L to Rt: Dillon J McDermott, Lee T Jenks, Roy L Stafford, Walter P Rozett,
Richard L Brown, Grover C Goode, Robert G 'Rocky' Rockwell, Robert Starzynski, Carl A Groesbeck. Back row L to Rt: Jack Persac Jr, John J Gaydosh, Al-
lan Lawson, Edward J Sandini, William F 'Mickey' Griffin, William R Carlile Jr, Edwin D '‘Dave' Woellner Jr, Howard Roth (in light blue jacket), Gailard
'Red’ Ketcham (in his WWII uniform), Walter F Olmsted Jr, Philip Mundell, William F Houlihan, Robert E Schuberg (at his first reunion)

Savannah Reunion
October 24-28, 2012

Editor’s note: Special thanks to Charles Neal for all color reunion photographs
in this issue.
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Families Gather to’ Ceiebraté' and Remén*iber '
Their 306th Veteran®s Service to Our N tion\ z
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of the Battle

Veterans’ wives, widows, and
significant others: Front row,
left to right: Virginia Brown,
Marilynn M Kelly, Elizabeth
Huebotter, Peg Albertson, Doro-
thy 'Dottie’ Leasman, Emma
'Em' Christianson, Mary Bennet,
Louise Starzynski.

Back row, left to right: Doris
Jenks, Bernardine Persac, Janet
Goode, Cynthia Lawson, Karen
Sandini.
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Museum Notes

Thurleigh Airfield 306th Bomb Group Museum

2012 Was a Very Good Year

A Report from Thurleigh to the Savannah Reunion

By Ralph Franklin
Keysoe, England

The famous wartime song, “We’ll Meet Again,” is very appropriate for this occa-
sion and comes to mind each year as Daphne and | prepare for our trip across the pond
to join you all for yet another meeting of a wonderful group of friends. This year be-
ing our 23rd consecutive time, and with the years, the reunions seem to be more mean-
ingful to us. Of course some who were with us in San Diego are not with us on this
occasion, and at this point I would like to take this opportunity to wish Don Snook a
speedy recovery from his health problems.

As most of you are aware on the 8th of July this year, we celebrated the 10th anni-
versary of the opening of our Museum. Now some of you may say what was all the
fuss about for just 10 years? For Daphne and I, it really meant a great deal. You
know, friends, when the ribbon was first cut way back in 2002 and our displays were
declared open, the first thing that went through my mind was will it all be a one-year
wonder and once the local community had paid us a visit, that would be it. How
wrong | was. Over the years we have had visitors from many different parts of the
world.

After many months of hard work and preparation, our big day arrived. Unfortu-
nately we awoke to an overcast wet morning, but the show must go on. We arrived at
the airfield very early to be greeted by a smiling security guard informing us that our
visitors were already arriving, and arrive they certainly did. So much so that by the
end of the day, the final count revealed we had around 700. We were overwhelmed
with the support that we received from the owners of military vehicles and in spite of
the dismal weather, we finally had a most amazing array of 50 vehicles. There was an
impressive line of 20 jeeps in assorted livery, an Austin K2 ambulance, and an articu-
lated Chevrolet truck, complete with a Wright Cyclone 14R2600/20 engine, propeller
blades and ammunition boxes, a GMC truck and a 1939 Austin staff car. In addition,
the civilian vehicles included a 1933 Lanchester, a 1949 MGTC, an Austin 7 and a
Bedford truck.

We were also well supported by American volunteers from RAF Molesworth who
supervised the parking with the panache that only Americans can achieve. It made
such an impressive welcome to all our visitors. They were backed up by the Air
Training Corps Cadets from the local Oakley Squadron. One of the many impressive
displays was by the Northamptonshire Home Guard who set up an amazing display
outside the Museum entrance. Captain Gary Powers, accompanied by his wife, joined
the Chaplain from the Salvation Army for the rededication of the Group Memorial at
its new site next to the Museum. By the way friends, we have received many com-
ments saying how nice the stone looks in its new position. The Bedford branch of the
Royal British Legion paraded their colors and contributed to the ceremony. Music for
the occasion was provided by the Bombardiers. At the appropriate time, they played
both the American and British national anthems. We provided wreaths for both Daph-
ne and | and Barbara and Charles Neal to place at the Memorial. Wreaths were also
laid by Captain Powers and a member of the British Legion.

As the day progressed, the 16-piece Mainline Big Band were playing in our large
marquee, complete with a dance floor. Everyone was entertained either by listening or
dancing to their rich sound. So in keeping with Thurleigh in the 1940s and as the
Band took their well deserved breaks, a lovely singer Luna Nightingale, in period
dress, serenaded everyone as she moved through the crowds. Visitors were invited to
dress in 40s style clothing, they really rose to the occasion, we had the usual array of
military personnel but also some very attractive civilian ladies and their handsome
partners who did the whole event credit. We had booked both the B-17 Sally B and a
Spitfire from the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight, unfortunately both were unable to

attend due to low clouds. Our visitors were very understanding and it didn’t spoil a
great day. They simply didn’t get the icing on the cake. However, the East Angli-
an Air Ambulance was able to land and was duly surrounded by a selection of
Jeeps and other military vehicles.

So many people visited the Museum on the day and said that they must return
when it is less crowded. My friends, | can assure you they have, we have had an-
other very good season. Daphne and | are so happy to know that as the years go by
we are still able to tell so many of the story of Station 111 and the many exploits of
what we believe to be the greatest Group in the 8th Air Force, the wonderful 306th
Bomb Group.

Talking of visitors, we were delighted to learn that Vernon, Charles and Barbara
were going to be with us for the day. | mention these in particular as they have
been so helpful to me in recent times, but Barbara please be careful as some of
your emails are so lengthy that you will end up with repetitive strain injury. If that
happens | feel we will all be in deep trouble.

As with the vast amount of airfields constructed in the UK (638) during World
War 2, Thurleigh is not the easiest to get to if you do not have your own transport.
So can | remind you once again to contact me prior to coming over so arrange-
ments can be made for me to meet you, preferably at the Bedford Train Station,
and drive you out to the Airfield. 1 am more than happy to do this, all part of the
service, and of course, this avoids the problem of hiring a cab which is very expen-
sive.

Daphne and | are regularly asked how can you spend so much time involved in
the Museum. The simple answer is it’s a labour of love. We are totally dedicated
to the cause of presenting all who visit the wonderful history of a wonderful Bomb
Group and the 8,000 plus young men who served at Station 111. We really do love
our very long association with the Group, and to all of you here today a big thank
you.

Once again in the words of the song, “we’ll meet again, don’t know where,
don’t know when, but I know we’ll meet again some sunny day.” Thank you for
your continued friendship, see you next year.



